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Executive Board Meeting Notes 

 

Date: Thursday, February 24, 2011    

 

Location:  Fisherman’s Inn, Kent Island, MD 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 

Meeting called to order at 1905 hrs. / ended at 2115 hrs.   

Opening pledge of allegiance 

 

17 members in attendance.  Sign in sheet attached. 

 

Guest Presentation regarding the National Defense Academy, information attached. 

 

Announcements:   
 

Officer’s Reports:   President Jeff Thompson in attendance.    

 Attended County Association meetings. 

 Will be attending the MD Chief Officer’s Seminar in March. 

 

 Vice President Rick Blair in attendance.   

 Attended County Association meetings.  

 Will be attending the MD Chief Officer’s Seminar in March. 

 

Vice President Terry Thompson in attendance. 

 Attended several Association meetings. 

 Will be attending the MD Chief Officer’s Seminar in March. 

 

 Treasurer David See not in attendance.    

 

 Asst. Treasurer Hugh Owens in attendance. 

 

 Membership Secretary Kara Small not in attendance. 

 The three Presidents tasked to fill this position. 

 

 Secretary Pete Mellits in attendance. 

 Will be attending the MD Chief Officer’s Seminar in March. 

 Will be attending the VCOS Volunteer Summit, in March, in DC. 

 Will be attending CFSI in April. 

 Will be attending the EDIAFC Conference in May. 

 IAFC FRI Conference scheduled for August, in Georgia. 

 

 Past President David Smarte not in attendance.    

 

Regional Reports: No report. 

   

Committee Reports: 

 

ALERT Network: Rick Hemphill, noted that the ALERT Network was recently recognized for 10 years 

of service.   The group received several citations.  

    MARYLAND FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION 
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Apparatus: No report. 

 

ATAC: Harve Woods reported all quiet. 

 

Auditing: No report. 

Budget: No report.    

 

CFSI Dinner: Hugh Owens, the reception room has been reserved – 48’ x 42’ room.  The room will 

be on the same floor as the program, in the Jefferson Wing.  The program is 

scheduled for April 7, 2011. 

 

Constitution and Bylaws: No report. 

 

Convention: No report.    Need a new Chair/coordinator.  The three Presidents tasked to fill this 

position. 

 

Convention   

Program Book: Hugh Owens, the ad handout are being distributed.    

 

Data, Technical Info.: No report. 

 

Fallen FF / EMS  

Memorial - MD: The program will be in June. 

 

Fallen FF / EMS    

Memorial - NFFF: Terry Thompson reported the support post in the Frederick Marriott Hotel complex.  

Scheduled for October 15-16, 2011, the second weekend.    

 

 Robert Small and Terry Thompson to Chair the NFFF Golf Tournament.   

 

Finance / Fundraising: Jeff Thompson reported that the two fundraising firms are completing their joint 

contract. 

  

Fire Prevention 

(Incl. Smoke Alarms): No report. 

 

Historical / Archives: No report. 

 

IAFC - VCOS: Pete Mellits reported that there will be positions opening up.  Please submit interests 

to President J. Thompson.   National Volunteer Summit scheduled for March 17-19, 

2011.  Pete Mellits and David See will be attending. 

 

IAFC – EDIAFC: Pete Mellits reported the Annual Conference scheduled for May 20-21, in Delaware.  

 

Ladies Auxiliary: No report. 

 

Legislative (State & Fed.): Harve Woods and Bill Barnard reported there continues to be several State Bills in 

play.    

 

MACO: No report. 

   

Membership: No report. 

 

MFRI: No report. 

 

NFPA: No report. 
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President’s (MFRI)  

Advisory: John Roth, no report. 

 

Scholarship: Staffing and Command Class will be in OC Maryland and four (4) scholarships have 

been awarded.  Dinner to be hosted by Showell VFC. 

 

Sponsorship: Hugh Owens reported he is in discussion with Sprint. 

  

Tags (License Plates): No report. 

 

Training and Safety: Hugh Owens reported the Chief Officers Seminar is moving along, working on food.   

250+ registered to date.  

 

The following persons were approved by the MFCA for scholarships: 

1- Rick Koch, Assistant Chief, Cecil County Dept of Emergency Services, 

2- Joel Dixon, Lieutenant, Salisbury Fire Department, 

3- W. Bryan Bishop, Jr., Captain, Ocean City Fire Department, 

4- Sidney "Ray" Wooten, Jr., 2nd Lieutenant, Ocean City Fire Department, 

 

Allied Association Reports: 

 

MSP Aviation: No report.   

  

Office of the State Fire Marshal – February 24, 2011 (3-10-11) Report for MFCA, prepared by the OSFM 

 

Mr. President, members of the Maryland Fire Chiefs Association, it is my pleasure to 

present to you this report on the activities and events pertaining to the Office of the 

Maryland State Fire Marshal since the last meeting of the Association. 

 

_ OSFM Staffing: – Currently, the Office of the State Fire Marshal has two full-time 

vacant positions; one Deputy State Fire Marshals (DSFM) position and one Fire 

Protection Engineer (FPE) position. The Fire Protection Engineer (FPE) applicants 

are currently being evaluated. 

 

_ Fire Deaths – Update: – For 2010, there were 50 fatal fires that resulted in 71 

deaths. This is a 3% decrease compared to the 73 fire deaths occurring in 62 fatal 

fires in 2009. Seven Counties experienced no fire fatalities these include: Caroline 

County, Carroll County, Dorchester County, Queen Anne’s County, Washington 

County, Wicomico County, and Worcester County. The OSFM report, 2010 Fire 

Deaths in Maryland provides a detailed analysis of fire fatalities for 2010. The 

report is available on line at www.firemarshal.state.md.us 

For 2011, there have been a total of thirteen (13) fire deaths as of March 7, 2011. 

This compares favorably with the twenty one (21) fire deaths experience in the same 

time period in 2010. 

 

2011 Fire Deaths by jurisdiction: 

Baltimore City – 3 

Baltimore County – 2 

Harford County – 1 

Prince George’s County – 5 

Washington County – 1 

Wicomico County – 1 
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_ Annual Public Fire & Life Safety Educator Spring Seminar: – Saturday, March 

19th, 2011, the seminar titled, “Growing Awareness about the Communities we 

Serve: It’s not all Plastic Helmets and Balloons,” will be held at the Maryland Fire 

and Rescue Institute (MFRI) in College Park. This seminar is designed for 

Prevention Coordinators and Safety Advocates. An interesting program has been put 

together. Mary Marchone from the USFA will be instructing a class on “Applying 

Best Practices from the Field of Early Childhood Education to Fire Safety 

Programming.” Sergeant George Norris from the Prince George’s County Police 

Department will present “Gang Awareness in Your Community.” The afternoon 

program includes Track A: Fire Prevention Ambassadors or Track B: “Top 10 Poison 

Risks in Maryland’s Communities” by Angel Bivens, RPh, MBA, CSPI from 

Maryland’s Poison Control Center, and “Filling the Tool Box – Resources for 

Prevention and Life Safety in your Community” by Cynthia (Cyndy) Wright- 

Johnson, MSN, RN, MD EMSC Director of Safe Kids/Risk Watch Coalition Chair. 

For more information visit the MFRI website at www.mfri.org and look under 

Seminars. Register early to ensure you seat! 

 

Report of the State Fire Marshal 

March 10, 2011 
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_ Legislative Bills: - The OSFM had a hearing for its Departmental Bill, House Bill 

849 – Public Safety – Smoke Detectors and Smoke Alarms on Thursday, March 3, 

2011 in the Environmental Matters Committee. The OSFM’s Departmental Bill, 

House Bill 140 – got an unfavorable report from the Judiciary Committee and will 

therefore not progress any further this year. 

 

_ House Bill 711 – Manufactured Homes - Sprinkler System Requirement – Opt-Out 

Provisions for Local Jurisdictions was also heard on the evening of March 3, 2011, 

in the Environmental Matters Committee. Anne Arundel County Fire Chief Bob Ray 

represented both the Metropolitan Fire Chief’s Council and the Anne Arundel County 

Fire Department and did an outstanding job as the lead speaker on the 1st panel of 

those persons who asked for an unfavorable report on House Bill 711. Thanks also go 

out to the organizations that provided written opposition and/or testified in opposition 

to the Bill. Numerous Metropolitan Fire Departments, the NFPA, Maryland 

Professional Firefighters (MPFF), Maryland State Firemen’s Association (MSFA), 

Faculty from the Johns Hopkins Center for Injury Research and Policy at the Johns 

Hopkins Bloomburg School of Public Health and others provided testimony as to why 

House Bill 711 should not pass. The cross file for this Bill is Senate Bill 581 – 

Manufactured Homes – Sprinkler System Requirement – Opt-Out Provisions for 

Local Jurisdictions, will be heard in front of the Senate EHEA Committee on 

Tuesday, March 15, 2011. If you can provide a written oppose position paper or 

testimony for the Bill it will be welcomed. 

 

_ Residential Fire Sprinkler Update: – Over the past couple of months there have 

been numerous public hearings related to the adoption of the International Residential 

Code (IRC). Some communities have chosen to remove fire sprinkler requirements 

from the IRC. The OSFM continues to assist local jurisdictions with requests for 

information or support. Currently, in Maryland over half of the counties and 

municipalities have fire sprinkler requirements in place for most newly constructed 

one and two family dwellings. 
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_ MFIRS: – Several fire departments and/or counties are not submitting MFIRS 

reports to the OSFM in a timely manner. MFIRS reports for each month should be 

forwarded to the OSFM by the tenth day of the following month. Please continue to 

remind all fire departments of the importance of submitting accurate and timely 

MFIRS reports to the OSFM. 

 

_ News Releases: – A number of news releases have been issued since the first of the 

year. They include such topics as; Fire Deaths and Fatal Fires Decrease in 2010, 

Winter Heating Safety Tips, Avoiding Carbon Monoxide Poisoning, and information 

regarding National Burn Awareness Week which ran from February 6 – 12, 2011. 

Other news releases provided information on Safety Tips during Power Outages and 

several arrests and significant incidents. 

 

Report of the State Fire Marshal 

March 10, 2011 
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_ Kids Fire Safety Rollout: - The Federal Emergency Management Agency’s (FEMA) 

Kids Fire Safety Rollout Program was released on Monday February 14, 2011. The 

program is available on line at www.ready.gov/kidsfiresafety. The Office of the State 

Fire Marshal is one of the partners in this program. 

 

_ MSFA’s Public Fire and Life Safety Education Grant Program: - The MSFA in 

partnership with the State Fire Marshal is continuing the Public Fire and Life Safety 

Education Grant Program in 2011. This program is designed to provide assistance to 

MSFA member companies by providing funding assistance in the form of fire 

prevention publications and supplies, development, continuation or enhancement of 

local public fire and life safety education efforts. The total amount of available 

funding in 2011 is $36,000. The maximum funding support available to each member 

company application request is $500. Each fire company is required to provide 

matching funds of at least 20% of the total expenditures. In order to take full 

advantage of the $500 grant, each fire company must commit at least $100 of their 

own funds for a total $600 toward their fire prevention programs. Applications must 

be sent via e-mail to fpgrants@msfa.org no later than midnight, April 15, 2011. Grant 

awards will be announced at the MSFA Convention in June 2011 and emails will be 

sent to the designated contact person listed on the application. Purchases of products 

will be made after monies are provided through the MSFA. If you have any questions 

about the program, please contact Deputy State Fire Marshal Bruce Bouch at 410- 

653-8999 or by email at bbouch@mdsp.org. 

 

_ The play safe! be safe! workshop: The play safe! be safe! workshop: is scheduled 

to be held at the Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute (MFRI) at 4500 Paint Branch 

Parkway, in College Park, Maryland on Friday, April 8th, 2011. The award winning 

fire safety education program was created as a train the trainer educational program 

for presentation to children ages 3-5. Dr. Robert Cole will look at the preschool 

child’s perception of fire, frequency of children’s misuse of fire, practical approaches 

to teach young children fire safety, and introduction to the award winning play safe 

be safe kit! Pre-registration is required at www.mfri.org/seminars and only the first 

100 registrants will be accepted. Sponsoring Agencies include: The Office of the 

State Fire Marshal, Maryland Fire Chief’s Association, YMCA of Central Maryland, 

Baltimore, Head Start, MSFA, SAFE KIDS Baltimore, Maryland Institute of 

Emergency Medical Services Systems, FABSCOM and MFRI. 

Mr. President, and members of the Association, this completes my report to you today. 

As always, it is our pleasure to provide you with this updated information. Thank you 

for your dedication and hard work in making Maryland a better place to live.  

# # # 

mailto:bbouch@mdsp.org
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Old Business:  None. 

 

New Business: Motion to support MFRI Training Physicals proposed by Director Edwards by John 

Roth.    Seconded by Terry Thompson…..passed. 

  

Meeting Notices: Nothing. 

 

Next Regular Meeting: Sudlersville VFC – Annual / Elections – April 17, 2011 @ 1100 hrs. 

 

Next Executive Board Meeting: March 24, 2011 – Board – Fisherman’s Inn @ 1900 hrs 

 

MFCA MEETING SCHEDULE 2011 
 

March 24 – Board – Fisherman’s Inn 1900 hrs 

April 17 – Sudlersville VFC – Annual / Elections - lunch 1100 hrs, meeting 1200 hrs  

May 26 – Board – Fisherman’s Inn 1900 hrs 

June 18 – 24 – MSFA Convention – No Meeting 

July 28 – Board - Fisherman’s Inn 1900 hrs 

 August 14 – Damascus VFD - Regular membership – lunch 1100 hrs, meeting 1200 hrs 

September 22 – Board – Fisherman’s Inn 1900 hrs 

October 27 – Board – Fisherman’s Inn 1900 hrs 

November 6 – Earleigh Heights VFC – Regular membership – lunch 1100hrs, meeting at 1200hrs 

December – Merry Christmas – No Meeting 

 

*****ALL BOARD MEETING ARE OPEN TO THE MEMBERSHIP ***** 

 

April Election/Annual, August and November are full membership meeting and are held at fire company 

locations/dates to be announced when they are scheduled. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

Chief Pete Mellits  

Secretary MFCA 

March 8, 2011 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 

MFCA Board: 

 

PRESIDENT:  Jeff Thompson    H 410-778-1359 

   202 Oriole Rd.    C 443-480-3022 

   Chestertown, MD  21620   E-Mail: jefft64@verizon.net 

 

PAST PRESIDENT: David Smarte    C 443-497-2038 

   12007 Turtle Mill Rd.   H 410-352-3277 

   Bishopville, MD 21813   E-Mail:dsmarte@delawareelevator.com 

 

1st VICE:    Richard Blair    H 301-582-3032 

PRESIDENT  10921 Roessner Ave.   C 301-991-2540 

   Hagerstown, MD  21740   E-mail: rickframb@aol.com 

 

2nd VICE:    Terry Thompson    H 410-531-3342 

PRESIDENT  6122 Tulane Drive   C 240-565-5036 

   Clarksville, Maryland 21029  E-mail: tetfire@hotmail.com 

 

 

mailto:jefft64@verizon.net
mailto:dsmarte@delawareelevator.com
mailto:rickframb@aol.com
mailto:tetfire@hotmail.com
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SECRETARY:  Pete Mellits    H 301-805-1328 

   2906 Blueberry Lane   C 240-508-4128 

   Bowie, MD  20715   E-mail: pmellits@aol.com 

 

ASST.:   Ron Watkins     H 301-253-5285 

SECRETARY  25120 Woodfield Road   C 301-717-1375 

   Damascus, MD 20872   E-Mail: country4237@aol.com 

 

TREASURER:  David See    H 302.846.3004 

   38297 Providence Church Road  C 410.726.2285 

   Delmar, Delaware 19940-3136  E-Mail: dsee@ci.salisbury.md.us 

 

ASST.:   Calvin Stack                 H (410) 228-8517 

TREASURER   202 Rambler Road     C 443-521-9552 

   Cambridge, MD 21613   E-Mail: Karen.Stack@egideusa.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Kara Small    C 240-508-7359 

SECRETARY  6105 Manor Rd.   

   Clinton, MD 20735   E-Mail: jetrider252@yahoo.com  

 

CHAPLAIN:  John W. Hoglund, P.P.   H 301-577-5855 

   5805 Runford Drive   W 301-226-9940 

                                New Carrollton, MD 20784  Fax 301-314-0686                                                                                 

        E-Mail: jhoglund@mfri.org 

 

ASST. CHAPLAIN: Margaret Gouty    H 410-551-5962 

   7674 Ridge Chapel Road   C 443-324-3317 

   Hanover, MD 21076   E-Mail:  magouty@aolo.com 

   

MARYLAND FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION  

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

2010-2011 

 

Western: Garrett, Allegany, Washington, and Fredrick / Rick Hemphill      E-Mail: rick.hemphill@myactv.net 

Northern: Baltimore, Carroll, Howard, and Hartford / Doug Alexander       E-Mail:dalexander17@comcast.net 

Southern: Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary’s / Robert Small        E-Mail: beepbeep25@yahoo.com 

Central: Prince Georges, and Montgomery / Hugh Owens              E-Mail: achief45@aol.com 

Central: Anne Arundel / John Spiker          E-Mail: silverspike2548@aol.com 

Upper Eastern: Cecil, Kent, and Queen Anne / Bill Hildebrand            E-Mail: whildebrand@mema.state.md.us 

Central Eastern: Caroline, Talbot, and Dorchester / Calvin Stack         E-Mail: Karen.Stack@egideusa.com 

Lower Eastern: Wicomico, Somerset, and Worcester / Roger Steger, Sr.     E-Mail: fchief750@verizon.net 
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