
Page 1 of 6 

 

 

 
 
Annual Meeting Notes 

 

Date: Sunday, April 19, 2009 

 

Location:  Bowie Volunteer Fire Dept. - Co. 43, Bowie, MD 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 

Meeting Opened at 1100 hrs.  Prayer by J. Hoglund   

 

President Smarte’s opening included the pledge of allegiance. 

 

Due to a fire service funeral, the schedule was altered. 

 

Trooper F/Sgt. JC Lewis thanked the MFCA for its support of the Aviation Section and the defeat of the 

proposed legislation to privatize.  

 

MSFA Vice President Roger Powell spoke briefly about upcoming MSFA events.  He referred the group to the 

MSFA website. 

 

Meeting called to order at 1200 hrs. / meeting ended at 1300 hrs.   

 

Bowie Mayor Robinson and Bowie Mayor Pro Tem Turner greeted the attendees. 

 

A President’s Gavel was presented, as a gift to the Association, by Robert and Kara Small. 

 

Hugh Owens thanked 1-800 -Board Up for their continued support and monitory donations / sponsorships: 

 

1.  Annual Chief Officers Seminar. 

2.  MFRI Staff and Commend dinner at Charlie Black’s Chesapeake Fire Museum. 

3.  CFSI reception and dinner table. 

 

Recognition of the past MFCA Presidents in attendance. 

 

The following VIPs were recognized: 

 

Bill Barnard, Maryland State Fire Marshal 

Trooper F/Sgt. JC Lewis  

Mayor Fred Robinson 

Mayor Pro Tem Todd Turner 

Current area fire prevention queens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    MARYLAND FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION 
 Representing the Maryland Emergency Services Officers with Progression While Maintaining Tradition 
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The following awards were presented: 

 

Leslie B. Thompson Award / Sponsored by Chestertown VFD & Damascus VFD 

Last year – awarded to Bill Barnard 

Nominees: 

Hugh Owens 

Robert Small 

Deborah Wilden 

Awarded to Robert Small of the Clinton VFD 

 

Perry Award (official) President’s Award 

Awarded to Jackie Olsen for all of the close-out work completed. 

Awarded to Hugh Owens for all of his various efforts. 

 

MFCA Trustee Awards: 

Rich Hemphill – trustee award 

Roger Steger – trustee award 

Terry Thompson  – trustee award 

Kara Small – trustee award 

Jackie Olsen – trustee award 

Harve Woods  - trustee award 

 

Secretary Pete Mellits addressed relative business items noted in the previous Executive Board minutes. 

Pete spoke for Bill Barnard, referring to the OSFM report provided. 

Harve Woods spoke about the successes and defeats relative to the 2009 Legislative Session. 

Harve stressed the importance of working with area politicians. 

 

Elections:  All positions were voted to remain the same – unanimous. 

 

Announcements: 

 

Next MFCA meeting will be in Chestertown, Maryland (VFD) on August 9, 2009. 

 

Help will be needed in Ocean City / MSFA Convention – booth set up. 

 

Kara Small stated that the new seals are available. 

Kara Small discussed the need for updating membership information, addresses and email addresses. 

  

Office of the State Fire Marshal – April 19, 2009 Report to the MFCA as prepared by the OSFM 

Mr. President, members of the Maryland Fire Chiefs Association, it is my pleasure to present to you this report 

on the activities and events pertaining to the Office of the Maryland State Fire Marshal since the last meeting of 

the Association.  

      

 OSFM Staff Positions – Currently, the OSFM has eight full time vacant positions; six Deputy State Fire 

Marshals, one Fire Safety Inspector, and one Fire Protection Engineer.  Effective June 30, 2009, one 

contractual Fire Safety Inspector has notified the OSFM that he will not be renewing his contract.  It will be 

necessary to request a hiring freeze exemption to fill this position, which is paid by funding provided by 

DHMH and DHR. 

 

 Fire Deaths – Update – The 2009 fire death total for the year, stands at 23.  During the same time period 

last year there were 21 fire deaths.   
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The 2009 Fire Deaths by jurisdiction are as follows: 

Baltimore City – 8 

Baltimore County – 5 

Cecil County – 2 

Fredrick County – 1 

Howard County – 1 

Kent County – 1 

Prince George’s – 2 

Washington County –3 

 

 MFIRS – Several fire departments and/or counties are not submitting MFIRS reports to the OSFM in a 

timely manner.  MFIRS reports for each month should be forwarded to the OSFM by the tenth day of the 

following month.  Please continue to remind all fire departments of the importance of submitting accurate 

and timely MFIRS reports to the OSFM. 

 

 Legislation –  House Bill 1532 – State Fire Marshal – Fire Sprinkler Contractors 

The Departmental Bill passed on the last day of session, April 13, 2009.  This Bill closes a loophole in the 

fire sprinkler contractor law that currently allows a licensed contractor to sub-contract fire sprinkler work to 

non-licensed contractors.    

 

Many other Bills of interest were monitored throughout the session including House Bill 14- Environment – 

Brominated Flame Retardants – Decabrominnated Diphenyl Ether – Prohibition.  Unfortunately, these 

bills both failed in the Senate Education, Health, & Environmental Affairs (EHEA) Committee. 

 

 Fire Sprinkler Update – Chief Fire Protection Engineer, Dennis Gentzel is making a presentation to the 

Eastern Meter Management Association at WSSC Headquarters in Laurel Thursday, April 16, 2009.  

Additionally, CFPE Gentzel will be making a presentation at the NFPA Conference in Chicago on June 7, 

2009, concerning the success of the Maryland Residential Fire Sprinkler Program.    
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 NFPA Training Classes -- On Tuesday, April 7
th

 and April 8
th

, 2009, the OSFM in partnership with the 

Anne Arundel County Fire Department and National Fire Protection Association sponsored two one-day 

training programs for fire code officials on NFPA13 – Standard for the Instillation of Sprinkler Systems.  

The National Fire Protection Association provided the instructors and course materials, Anne Arundel 

County Fire Department provided the training facilities and the OSFM conducted the registration.  Nearly 

150 fire code officials attended the training program, including about 25 personnel from the OSFM office.  

 

NFPA 25 training will be held on May 12
th

 and May 13
th

, 2009, at the Earleigh Heights Fire Station in 

Severna Park.  Jim Lake from NFPA will be the instructor.  It is anticipated that 150 fire code officials will 

attend this program as well.   

 

During the week of August 17, 2009, there will be three one-day classes on the 2009 editions of NFPA 1 

and 101 for experienced fire code officials.  During the week of August 24, 2009, there will be a four-day 

class on NFPA 1 and 101 for newly appointed fire code officials.  These training programs are being held 

in preparation for the adoption of the revised State Fire Prevention Code.  The classes will be held at the 

Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute (MFRI), in College Park. 

    

 Fire Marshals Sub-Committee Retreat – On April 14
th

 and 15
th

, the Fire Marshal’s Sub-Committee of the 

Metro Fire Chiefs met at the National Fire Academy in Emmitsburg for an educational retreat.  Several 

NFA staff members made presentations to the group and former Deputy State Fire Marshal Faron Taylor 

conducted a special leadership presentation while touring the battlefield at Gettysburg.  Some 25 Fire 

Marshals from the state and local jurisdictions participated.   
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 News Releases – A Change Your Clock Change Your Battery News Release was issued prior to the first 

Sunday in March and the State Highway Administration Message Boards also provides the same fire safety 

message as a reminder.  A News Release concerning, “Cooking Fires – Safety Tips” was released to the 

media reminding individuals the importance of staying in the kitchen while food is on the stove. 

 

 Grant Proposals – On Friday, March 6, 2009, the OSFM submitted two grant proposals to the United States 

Fire Administration (USFA), Assistance to Firefighters Grant (AFG) Fire Prevention and Safety Grant 

Program.  One of the grant proposals seeks funding to establish an automated plan review and inspection 

process.  The second proposal involves the development of Juvenile Firesetter assessment and educational 

tools using USFA guidelines.  
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 Fire Investigations/Incidents/Arrests – On Wednesday, April 8, Deputy State Fire Marshals investigated a 

house fire in the 5200 block of Wesley Road in Dorchester, Maryland.  The homeowner, age 67, suffered 

smoke inhalation as well as second-degree burns.  He was initially treated at a local hospital and 

transported to the John Hopkins Bayview Burn Center.  He has been released from the hospital.  The home 

sustained about $650,000 in damage. 

 

Deputy State Fire Marshals charged (7) Delaware youths in connection with the possession and detonation 

of four homemade destructive devices at the Elkton Wal-Mart, 1000 East Pulaski Highway.  There were 

three separate chemical reaction bomb incidents, November 22, 2008, February 24, 2009 and March 14, 

2009.  The investigation was conducted by the OSFM assisted by the Elkton Police Department, the 

Delaware State Fire Marshal’s Office, and Delaware State Police.  As a result of the joint investigation, the 

seven, including (2) 19 year olds and (5) 18 year olds, have been charged with possession and discharging a 

destructive device and reckless endangerment. 

 

Mr. President, and members of the Association, this completes my report to you today.  As always, it is our 

pleasure to provide you with this updated information.   Thank you for your dedication and hard work in 

making Maryland a better place to live.  

 

Thank you. 

 

 # # # 

 

Next Regular Meeting: Chesterfield VFD – August 9, 2009 

 

Next Executive Board Meetings: Fisherman’s Inn, Kent Island, MD – May 28, 2009. (4
th

 Thurs.) 

    Fisherman’s Inn, Kent Island, MD – June 25, 2009. (4
th

 Thurs.) 

    Fisherman’s Inn, Kent Island, MD – July 23, 2009. (4
th

 Thurs.) 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

Chief Pete Mellits  

Secretary MFCA 

May 20, 2009 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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MFCA Board: 

 

PRESIDENT:  David Smarte    C 443-497-2038 

   12007 Turtle Mill Rd.   H 410-352-3277 

   Bishopville, MD 21813   E-Mail:dsmarte@delawareelevator.com 

 

PAST PRESIDENT: Robert N. Small, Jr.   W 301-868-1313 (CVFD) 

    6105 Manor Road    C 240-417-1921 

   Clinton, MD  20735   E-Mail: beepbeep25@yahoo.com 

 

1ST VICE:   Jeff Thompson    H 410-778-1359 

PRESIDENT  202 Oriole Rd.    C 443-480-3022 

   Chestertown, MD  21620   E-Mail: jefft@dmv.com 

 

2ND VICE:    Richard Blair    H 301-582-3032 

PRESIDENT  10921 Roessner Ave.   C 301-991-2540 

   Hagerstown, MD  21740   E-mail: rickframb@aol.com 

 

SECRETARY:  Pete Mellits    H 301-805-1328 

   2906 Blueberry Lane   C 240-508-4128 

   Bowie, MD  20715   E-mail: pmellits@aol.com 

 

ASST.:   Ron Watkins     H 301-253-5285 

SECRETARY  25120 Woodfield Road   C 301-717-1375 

   Damascus, MD 20872   E-Mail: country4237@aol.com 

 

TREASURER:  David See    H 302.846.3004 

   38297 Providence Church Road  C 410.726.2285 

   Delmar, Delaware 19940-3136  E-Mail: dsee@ci.salisbury.md.us 

 

ASST.:   Calvin Stack                 H (410) 228-8517 

TREASURER   202 Rambler Road     C 443-521-9552 

   Cambridge, MD 21613   E-Mail: Karen.Stack@egideusa.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Kara Small    C 240-508-7359 

SECRETARY  6105 Manor Rd.   

   Clinton, MD 20735   E-Mail: jetrider252@yahoo.com  

 

CHAPLAIN:  John W. Hoglund, P.P.   H 301-577-5855 

   5805 Runford Drive   W 301-226-9940 

                                New Carrollton, MD 20784  Fax 301-314-0686                                                                                 

        E-Mail: jhoglund@mfri.org 

 

ASST. CHAPLAIN: Margaret Gouty    H 410-551-5962 

   7674 Ridge Chapel Road   C 443-324-3317 

   Hanover, MD 21076   E-Mail:  magouty@aolo.com 
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MARYLAND FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION  

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

2008-2009 

 

Western: Garrett, Allegany, Washington, and Fredrick / Rick Hemphill      E-Mail: rick.hemphill@myactv.net 

Northern: Baltimore, Carroll, Howard, and Hartford / Terry Thompson      E-Mail: tetfire@hotmail.com 

Southern: Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary’s / Robert Small        E-Mail: beepbeep25@yahoo.com 

Central: Prince Georges, and Montgomery / Hugh Owens              E-Mail: achief45@aol.com 

Central: Anne Arundel / Bob Seibel      

Upper Eastern: Cecil, Kent, and Queen Anne / Bill Hildebrand 

Central Eastern: Caroline, Talbot, and Dorchester / Calvin Stack         E-Mail: Karen.Stack@egideusa.com 

Lower Eastern: Wicomico, Somerset, and Worcester / Roger Steger, Sr.     E-Mail: fchief750@verizon.net 
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