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Executive Board Meeting Notes 

 

Date: Thursday, September 23, 2010  

 

Location:  Fisherman’s Inn, Kent Island, MD 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

 

Meeting called to order at 1907 hrs. / ended at 2110 hrs.   

Opening pledge of allegiance 

Prayer by Margaret Gouty 

 

19  members in attendance.  Sign in sheet attached. 

 

Announcements:   
 

Officer’s Reports:   President Jeff Thompson in attendance.    

 Attended MACO 

 Attended regular meeting 

 Attend several Kent and Queen Anne County meetings 

   

 Vice President Rick Blair in attendance.    

 Attended MACO 

 Meeting in Westminster 

 General correspondence. 

 

Vice President Terry Thompson in attendance. 

 Working on NFFF program. 

 

 Treasurer David See not in attendance.    

 

 Asst. Treasurer Hugh Owens 

 Donation from Pierce, $2,000 received. 

 AA County $250, received. 

 Attended FRI in Chicago 

 Received Western Bookstore, $165 received 

 

 Membership Secretary Kara Small not in attendance. 

 Attended Regular meeting 

 Working on NFFF program 

 

 Secretary Pete Mellits in attendance. 

 

 Attended FRI, good showing 

 Noted GPO monies will be distributed in May at the EDIAFC Conference 

 Attended Regular meeting 

 VCOS positions opening up 

 Reviewed Metro chiefs notes 

 Noted the political changes  

 

    MARYLAND FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION 
 Representing the Maryland Emergency Services Officers with Progression While Maintaining Tradition 
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 Past President David Smarte not in attendance.    

 

Regional Reports: No report. 

   

Committee Reports: 

 

ALERT Network: Rick Hemphill reported that at MACO, they will be testing equipment.    

  

Apparatus: No report. 

 

ATAC: Harve Woods reports there is a new Director.  He will setup a meeting. 

 

Auditing: No report. 

   
Budget: No report. 

 

Constitution and Bylaws: No report. 

 

Convention: No report.   

 

Convention   

Program Book: Hugh Owens reported 2010 Book back cover being reserved for by Pierce. 

 

Data, Technical Info.: No report. 

 

Fallen FF / EMS  

Memorial - MD: Gala is on September 25, 2010 at Turf Valley. 

 

Fallen FF / EMS    

Memorial - NFFF: Robert Small reported MFCA starts on the 29
th

 (Wed.).  Operations command post 

will be in the Marriott Hotel complex.  Need more help with transportation.  

Margaret stated that all of the shirts are in for the weekend.  On Friday evening, the 

Family meet and greet will be at the Walkersville VFC.  The Red Helmet ride (Sat.) 

will start from the Walkersville VFC. 

 

Finance / Fundraising: Roger Steger reported things are now in MFCA control.  All of the mail is being 

delivered to him.   Door to door collections are low. 

  

Fire Prevention 

(Incl. Smoke Alarms): The Queen’s Program and Jr. Fire Chief’s program scheduled for October….at 

Prince George’s County Fire Services Building.    

 

 Doug Alexander reported Sprinkler legislation having its ups and downs.  Several 

Counties are against mandating residential sprinklers.   Some marked success 

though.  Se FM Barnard’s report. 

 

 Dunkirk VFD holding a side-by-side sprinkler demo on October 9, 1200 noon. 

 

Historical / Archives: No report. 

 

IAFC - VCOS: Pete Mellits reported that there will be positions opening up.  Please submit interests 

to President Thompson.  

  

IAFC – EDIAFC: FRI Eastern luncheon went very well.  Good showing.  MFCA was represented as 

well.   
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Ladies Auxiliary: No report. 

 

Legislative (State & Fed.): Harve Woods reported there some changes.  Some impacts to the fire service 

anticipated due to several “friends” being unseated. 

 

MACO: The reception was held on August 19, 2010 at the Convention Center – Sunset 

Room.  Good showing. 

   

Membership: Seeking a new OC MSFA Convention booth coordinator. 

 

MFRI: No report. 

 

NFPA: No report. 

 

President’s (MFRI)  

Advisory: John Roth reported that the next meeting is to be held in January. 

 

Scholarship: Need to send out information for next year.   The Staffing and Command Class will 

be in OC Maryland next year.  Need to confirm number of number approved to fund. 

 

Sponsorship: Hugh Owens reported he was in contact with Nextel.   He is working on other 

donations as well. 

  

Tags (License Plates): Kara Small reported Motorcycle tags program is coming along, 7 committed so far. 

 

Training and Safety: Hugh Owens reported that the Chief Officers Seminar is moving along.   MD Fire 

Equipment donating $2,000 for food.    Contract from Shady Grove received.  

Logistics discussed and a preliminary listing of instructors was discussed. 

 

 MSFA Oct. 10, Denton VFD Water Supply drill.  

 

Allied Association Reports: 

 

MSP Aviation: No report.   

  

Office of the State Fire Marshal – September 23, 2010 Report to the MFCA as prepared by the OSFM 

    

Mr. President, members of the Maryland Fire Chiefs Association, it is my pleasure to present to 

you this report on the activities and events pertaining to the Office of the Maryland State Fire 

Marshal since the last meeting of the Association.  

 

OSFM Staffing: – Currently, the Office of the State Fire Marshal has six full-time vacant 

positions, four Deputy State Fire Marshals (DSFM) positions, one Fire Protection Engineer 

(FPE) position, and one Fire Safety Inspector (FSI) position. Dennis Gentzel, Chief Fire 

Protection Engineer, (CFPE) retired from State service to accept a position with the U.S. Fire 

Administration. A. Larry Iseminger Jr. was promoted to (CFPE) on September 8, 2010 after 

having served in an acting capacity since the retirement of CFPE Dennis Gentzel. A hiring freeze 

exemption request was submitted to fill the FPE position created by the promotion. Interviews 

have been completed to fill the vacant FSI position at the Southern Regional Office. The FSI 

position should be filled prior to November 1, 2010.  
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Fire Deaths – Update: – Thus far as of September 20, 2010, the fire death total stands at 

42. This compares very favorably with a total of 60 fire deaths during the same time period in 

2009, a decrease of 30 percent.  

 

2010 Fire Deaths by jurisdiction are as follows:  
Anne Arundel County – 4  

Baltimore City – 11  

Baltimore County – 8  

Calvert County – 2  

Cecil County – 3  

Charles County – 1  

Fredrick County – 1  

Garrett County – 1  

Harford County – 1  

Howard County – 1  

Kent County – 2  

Montgomery County – 1  

Prince George’s County – 5  

St. Mary’s County – 1  

 

MFIRS – Several fire departments and/or counties are not submitting MFIRS reports to the 

OSFM in a timely manner. MFIRS reports for each month should be forwarded to the OSFM by 

the tenth day of the following month. Please continue to remind all fire departments of the 

importance of submitting accurate and timely MFIRS reports to the OSFM. The MFIRS 

reporting has improved somewhat. The OSFM has received MFIRS reports from all but 16 fire 

departments for calendar year 2009. Only five departments submitted no reports, eleven were 

missing at least one month of reports. The OSFM submitted all reports to the United States Fire 

Administration for calendar year 2009 prior to July 1, 2010.  

 

Report of the State Fire Marshal  

September 23, 2010  

Page Two  

 

Residential Fire Sprinkler Progress – The State Fire Marshal testified in Worchester County 

on September 21, 2010 in favor of the new requirement to install residential sprinklers for all 

newly constructed one and two family homes as required by the 2009 edition of the IRC. On 

September 28, 2010, the Hagerstown City Council is expected to vote on whether or not to 

require fire sprinklers for all newly constructed one and two family homes. Unfortunately, the 

Garrett County Commissioners and the Washington County Commissioners amended out of fire 

sprinkler requirements for one and two family homes when they adopted the 2009 edition of the 

IRC.  

Campus Fire Safety Month – As previously reported, Governor Martin O’Malley 

proclaimed September, Campus Fire Safety Month in Maryland in support of educating students 

and families about the dangers of fire in off-campus housing. It is estimated that 80% of student 

fire deaths occur in off campus housing. Additionally, the OSFM issued a news release 

addressing the importance of fire safety behavior so students can better protect themselves. As 

we have done in the past, the OSFM worked with the Maryland Higher Education Commission to 

spread the word about fire safety on and around college campuses.  

 



Page 5 of 8 

 

Mid-Atlantic Life Safety Conference – The 2010 Mid-Atlantic Life Safety Conference will 

be held on Tuesday, September 28, 2010, at the John Hopkins APL, Kossiakoff Conference 

Center, in Laurel, Maryland. Ms. Gina M. Russo, Survivor of “The Station” Nightclub Fire in 

West Warwick, Rhode Island, is the keynote presenter. The conference is sure to be another 

success again this year. Registration for the conference is $50. Registration information along 

with a copy of the Conference brochure can be found at 

http://mfri.org/announcements/lsc/2010lsc.pdf. At this point, approximately 185 registrations 

have been received, so more space is available. Checks are to be made payable to FABSCOM. 

For the first time payments can be made by credit card or PayPal by visiting www.fabscom.org 

and faxing your registration form to 301-314-1497 or mailing your registration form to: Karen 

Haje, F.A.B.S.C.O.M. c/o Maryland Fire and Rescue Institute, University of Maryland, College 

Park, MD 20742.  

 

Fire Prevention Week – Governor Martin O’Malley has proclaimed the week of October 3-

9, 2010, as Fire Prevention Week in Maryland. This year’s theme is, “Smoke Alarms: A Sound 

You Can Live With.” The theme aims to educate the public on how smoke alarms save lives and 

why they should be maintained in every home. Having working smoke alarms can cut the 

chances of dying in a fire by 50%. The public information campaign focuses on how to choose, 

install and maintain smoke alarms.  

 

Report of the State Fire Marshal  

September 23, 2010  

Page Three  

 

News Releases – On September 10, 2010, The OSFM issued a News Release notifying the 

public that an Illinois gas distributor had provided a warning that some deliveries to the east coast 

may lack the chemical odorant which gives propane its rotten egg smell and enables people to 

detect possible leaks. A follow up News Release was issued on September 17, 2010, advising the 

OSFM had been in contact with the Maryland based distributors receiving propane from Aux 

Sable Liquid Products in Illinois. Tests performed by the distributors on the shipments received 

indicated that the amount of odorant in the product has been determined them to be at appropriate 

levels.  

 

Port Security Grant - The OSFM was fortunate to have been awarded a grant from the 

Department of Homeland Security to develop a team of bomb technicians to address issues 

related to explosives in the underwater environment. Currently, three OSFM Bomb Technicians 

are in the training process and a significant amount of equipment is on order.  

 

National Capitol Region Grant for OSFM – On Friday, August 27, 2010, The OSFM was 

notified by the Governor’s Office of Homeland Security that the OSFM grant has been approved 

by the National Capitol Region Grant of $266,000 to upgrade and purchase equipment consistent 

with supporting NCR Bomb Squads. For the past two years the OSFM has been working with the 

Governor’s Homeland Security Advisor to secure NCR funding in support of OSFM bomb squad 

operations to support NCR bomb squad operations.  
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Maryland Chief’s of Police Association Award – The State Fire Marshal was notified that 

Deputy State Fire Marshal Edward Ernst has been selected to receive the Maryland Chief’s of 

Police “Exceptional Police Performance Award for 2009.” The award will be presented to DSFM 

Ernest at the MCPA Annual Conference in Ocean City on November 8, 2010. Congratulations to 

DSFM Ernst!  

 

Mr. President, and members of the Association, this completes my report to you today. As 

always, it is our pleasure to provide you with this updated information. Thank you for your 

dedication and hard work in making Maryland a better place to live.  

 

# # # 
 

Old Business: Purchase of a trailer completed by John Spiker.  Gator Trailers, 7’ x 16’, white in 

color at a cost of $3,300.00.  $600 cost to MFCA, balance by 1800-Board Up. 

  

New Business: MFCA purchased a fire truck podium. 

 Jeff suggested a MFCA newsletter. 

 Letter of support for Washington Co. Training Center at Hagerstown CC. 

 Letter of support for tuition reimbursement to the State.  1
st
 Small, 2

nd
 Spiker. Appr. 

 Would like to resend letter to MIEMSS re: being against the extended EMT hours. 

 

Meeting Notices: Nothing. 

 

Next Regular Meeting: Branchville VFD (Prince George’s County) – November 21, 2010 @ 1100 hrs. 

 

Next Executive Board Meeting: October 28 – Board – Fisherman’s Inn 19:00 hrs 

 

MEETING SCHEDULE 2010 
 

November 21– Branchville VFD – Prince George’s – Regular - lunch 11:00 hrs, meeting 12:00  

 

December – Merry Christmas – No Meeting 

 

MEETING SCHEDULE 2011 

 
January 27, 2011 – Board – Fisherman’s Inn 19:00 hrs 

 

February 24, 2011 – Board – Fisherman’s Inn 19:00 hrs 

 

March 24, 2011 – Board – Fisherman’s Inn 19:00 hrs 

 

April, 2011 – ANNUAL … TBA – lunch 11:00 hrs, meeting 12:00 hrs  

 

ALL BOARD MEETING ARE OPEN TO THE MEMBERSHIP  

 

April, August and November are full membership meeting and are held at fire company locations/dates 

to be announced when they are scheduled. 
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Respectfully Submitted: 

 

Chief Pete Mellits  

Secretary MFCA 

October 15, 2010 

 

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

MFCA Board: 

 

PRESIDENT:  Jeff Thompson    H 410-778-1359 

   202 Oriole Rd.    C 443-480-3022 

   Chestertown, MD  21620   E-Mail: jefft64@verizon.net 

 

PAST PRESIDENT: David Smarte    C 443-497-2038 

   12007 Turtle Mill Rd.   H 410-352-3277 

   Bishopville, MD 21813   E-Mail:dsmarte@delawareelevator.com 

 

1st VICE:    Richard Blair    H 301-582-3032 

PRESIDENT  10921 Roessner Ave.   C 301-991-2540 

   Hagerstown, MD  21740   E-mail: rickframb@aol.com 

 

2nd VICE:    Terry Thompson    H 410-531-3342 

PRESIDENT  6122 Tulane Drive   C 240-565-5036 

   Clarksville, Maryland 21029  E-mail: tetfire@hotmail.com 

 

SECRETARY:  Pete Mellits    H 301-805-1328 

   2906 Blueberry Lane   C 240-508-4128 

   Bowie, MD  20715   E-mail: pmellits@aol.com 

 

ASST.:   Ron Watkins     H 301-253-5285 

SECRETARY  25120 Woodfield Road   C 301-717-1375 

   Damascus, MD 20872   E-Mail: country4237@aol.com 

 

TREASURER:  David See    H 302.846.3004 

   38297 Providence Church Road  C 410.726.2285 

   Delmar, Delaware 19940-3136  E-Mail: dsee@ci.salisbury.md.us 

 

ASST.:   Calvin Stack                 H (410) 228-8517 

TREASURER   202 Rambler Road     C 443-521-9552 

   Cambridge, MD 21613   E-Mail: Karen.Stack@egideusa.com 

 

MEMBERSHIP: Kara Small    C 240-508-7359 

SECRETARY  6105 Manor Rd.   

   Clinton, MD 20735   E-Mail: jetrider252@yahoo.com  

 

 

 

CHAPLAIN:  John W. Hoglund, P.P.   H 301-577-5855 

   5805 Runford Drive   W 301-226-9940 

                                New Carrollton, MD 20784  Fax 301-314-0686                                                                                 

        E-Mail: jhoglund@mfri.org 

 

ASST. CHAPLAIN: Margaret Gouty    H 410-551-5962 

   7674 Ridge Chapel Road   C 443-324-3317 

   Hanover, MD 21076   E-Mail:  magouty@aolo.com 
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MARYLAND FIRE CHIEFS ASSOCIATION  

REGIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 

2010-2011 

 

Western: Garrett, Allegany, Washington, and Fredrick / Rick Hemphill      E-Mail: rick.hemphill@myactv.net 

Northern: Baltimore, Carroll, Howard, and Hartford / Doug Alexander       E-Mail:dalexander17@comcast.net 

Southern: Calvert, Charles, and St. Mary’s / Robert Small        E-Mail: beepbeep25@yahoo.com 

Central: Prince Georges, and Montgomery / Hugh Owens              E-Mail: achief45@aol.com 

Central: Anne Arundel / John Spiker          E-Mail: silverspike2548@aol.com 

Upper Eastern: Cecil, Kent, and Queen Anne / Bill Hildebrand 

Central Eastern: Caroline, Talbot, and Dorchester / Calvin Stack         E-Mail: Karen.Stack@egideusa.com 

Lower Eastern: Wicomico, Somerset, and Worcester / Roger Steger, Sr.     E-Mail: fchief750@verizon.net 
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